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QTfjc  “Har”  or  QTfje  Casiting  out  of  ISefailfif. 


During  the  visit  of  Mrs.  Hill  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  to  Tanta,  our  different  missionaries 
escorted  us  to  various  places  of  interest.  On 
the  morning  of  June  17th,  1911  we  went  with 
Miss  Achison  to  visit  a  pupil  of  the  Tanta  Girls’, 
Boarding  School  who  had  been  absent  for 
several  days.  Her  father  was  a  very  rich  man, 
but  he  told  us  that  the  doctor  had  said  that  his 
daughter  was  very  ill  with  heart  disease - con¬ 

tracted  at  the  school  from  sleeping  with  open 
windows”  and  that  she  should  not  go  back 
“no,  not  even  for  an  hour.”  When  we  re¬ 
turned  to  the  school  we  found  a  note  from 
Miss  Harvey  of  Tanta  Hospital  saying  she  would 
call  at  two  o’clock  to  take  us  to  the  “Zar”  or 
casting  out  of  evil  spirits. 

A  short  drive  brought  us  to  the  place  from 
whence  the  sound  of  the  tom-toms  could  be 
heard  at  quite  a  distance.  Servant  knocked  at 
the  door  and  asked  permission  from  the  lead¬ 
ing  woman — a  big  negress — for  our  entrance. 

Knowing  Miss  Harvey,  she  quickly  assented 
and  we  were  admitted  at  once. 

What  a  weird  scene  met  our  gaze?  The  room 
was  about  18  by  20  with  windows  on  both 

sides -  the  1  ower  parts  of  which  were  closed 

by  wooden  shutters - a  hallway  from  the  front 


3 


door  to  the  rear  was  made  by  a  rough  partition 

about  two  feet  high,  eighteen  inches  thick - on 

the  top  of  this,  six  women  and  girls  were 

seated - two  of  them  had  drums  shaped  like  a 

vase  with  a  long  neck  and  a  wide  base — seemed 
to  be  made  of  pottery  something  like  sewer 

pipe - both  ends  of  this  were  open  and  skin  of 

some  kind  was  tightly  stretched  over  the  wider 
end — four  others  had  tambourines  some  with 
the  cymbals  in  the  rim.  All  of  these  were 
played  by  beating  upon  them  with  the  open 

hand - the  players  chanting  a  refrain  which 

seemed  to  have  no  meaning  as  Miss  Harvey 
could  not  understand  what  they  said.  A  big 
black  woman  was  the  leader  of  the  band  and 
gave  orders  when  they  were  to  beat  louder  and 
faster.  The  mud  floor  was  covered  with  mat¬ 
ting  and  on  it  were  seated  sixty  or  more  women 
and  little  girls.  All  were  clean  and  dressed  in 
their  best.  Many  carried  sick  babies  and  little 
children.  Those  who  were  possessed  with 
devils  wore  white  veils  and  had  come  to  have 
them  cast  out. 

The  noise  made  by  the  tom-toms  was  deafen¬ 
ing  and  eight  women  were  on  their  feet  going 
thro’  all  sorts  of  motions  and  keeping  time  to 
•  the  weird  noise.  Egyptian  coffee  was  served 
to  us,  in  token  of  welcome. 

Louder  and  faster  they  chanted  and  beat 
the  instruments  and  harder  and  faster  the 
women  swayed  their  bodies  from  side  to  side 

or  bent  their  heads  forward  and  backward - 

some  were  moving  arms  up  and  down  as  if 


4 


washing  on  a  board  of  which  method  they  know 
nothing — some  were  waving  hands  above  their 
heads  waving  scarfs  as  they  did  so  and  some¬ 
times  covering  their  faces.  All  looked  as  if 
they  might  fall  down  in  a  fit  at  any  time. 
Some  looked  pale  and  exhausted  and  others 
wild  and  savage  as  if  they  could  commit 

murder  if  ordered some  made  queer  motions 

of  the  abdomen  and  pelvic  region  of  the  body 
and  all  acted  as  if  possessed  indeed.  Shriller 
and  louder  chanted  the  voices  and  harder  and 
harder  the  instruments  were  beaten  until 
players  and  Vvromen  alike  were  unable  to  do 
more,  without  rest. 

Another  woman  came  in  with  a  tray  full 
of  what  looked  like  salted  pea-nuts  and  went 
among  the  women  selling  them.  As  far  as  we 
could  learn  the  belief  is  that  demons  enter  into 

these  people - each  one  has  some  special  desire 

which  must  be  gratified  befo);-e  he  will  leave 
his  victim. 

Sometimes  his  presence  is  indicated  by  an 
inability  to  swallow.  A  girl  was  present  with 
her  mother,  who  had  at  one  time  been  a 
patient  in  our  hospital.  Miss  Harvey  told  us 
that  she  gave  her  nasal  feeding  for  two  weeks 
because  she  could  not  open  her  mouth.  She 
baffied  all  the  doctors,  who  thought  it  must  be 
some  form  of  hysteria  but  could  not  effect  a 
cure — the  mother  says  it  is  a  devil. 

These  meetings  are  held  every  Saturday  from 
9:00  A.  M.  until  4:00  P.  M.  and  the  mother 
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has  been  bringing  her  daughter  for  weeks  but 

could  not  get  her  to  respond - both  came  to 

speak  to  Miss  Harvey  the  mother  saying  that 

the  girl - about  seventeen  had  come  to  hate  all 

hfer  family.  The  beating  and  chanting  began 
cnce  more  and  to  our  surprise  this  girl  began 
to  move  her  body  in  strange  fashion  seated  on 

the  floor - her  mother  struggled  and  at  last  got 

her  on  her  feet  and  held  her  up — all  the  time 
the  poor  body  was  twisting  and  bending  now 
on  this  side  now  on  that,  now  forward  now 
backward,  the  face  looked  pale  and  wan  and 
seemed  to  stiffen  as  the  beating  grew  louder  and 
faster,  for  to  get  this  girl  started  was  great 
victory. 

To  add  to  the  din  the  mother  was  so  happy 
that  at  intervals  she  gave  utterance  to  the 
shrill  joy  cry — which  is  only  used  at  weddings 
and  other  very  happy  occasions.  All  the 
motions  and  gyrations  indicate  that  the  devil 
is  willing  to  come  out  if  his  demands  are  met. 
Another,  a  stout  middle  aged  woman  was  a 
doctor’s  wife.  She  seemed  to  be  above  the 
average  in  intelligence;  as  she  began  to  gyrate 
voices  uttered  phrases  of  which  we  only  under¬ 
stood  one  word  “Hakim”  or  doctor. 

When  they  are  acting  most  violently  the  big 
black  leader  speaks  to  them  asking  what  they 
want.  The  devil  in  the  woman  replies - some¬ 

times  that  gold  or  silver  bracelets  or  other 
articles  of  jewelry  will  placate  him  if  given  to 
the  victim.  In  many  instances  sacrifices  arc 


demanded,  pigeons,  chickens,  geese,  ducks  and 
very  often  a  sheep  or  lamb.  The  wife  of  the 
“Hakim”  and  another  woman  went  thro’  the 
motions  of  cutting  the  throat  of  a  sheep,  so  it 
is  likely  that  a  sheep  will  be  brought  and  slain 
at  the  next  meeting— when  the  possessed  person 
will  drink  some  of  the  warm  blood  of  the 
victim — In  some  cases  the  woman  has  to  ride 
the  sheep  before  it  is  slain.  The  doctor’s  wife 
and  the  other  woman  now  began  to  dress  as 

the  devil  did  who  had  them  in  his  power - In 

both  cases  they  put  on  a  man’s  Tarboush  and 
Galabeah  and  pranced  about  most  vigorously. 
Still  the  beating  and  the  chanting  was  getting 
louder  and  faster.  At  last  a  basin  of  clean 
water  was  brought  in  and  a  space  cleared  for 
it  on  the  floor — three  women  and  a  girl  about 
thirteen  dropped  down  and  rolled  and  crawled 
and  went  on  all  fours  to  get  their  heads  and 
faces  in  that  water — It  was  a  dreadful  sight, 
but  indicated  that  their  demons  were  devils  of 
the  sea  and  that  they  demanded  water — after 
they  had  wallowed  long  enough  the  basin  was 
removed.  Sick  at  heart  we  left  them  and  their 
wild  orgies  fully  convinced  that  Satan  or  his 
emissaries  were  in  that  place  and  that  nothing 
but  the  Holy  Spirit  could  bring  this  benighted 
people  to  put  their  trust  in  Jesus  Christ  as 
Savior.  We  can  help  by  prayers  and  contri¬ 
butions. 
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